





commanded. Paul and all the apostles of Christ knew that by
nature every one to whom they brought the Gospel -was totally
depraved. He tells the Ephesian and Colossian believers that they
"were dead in trespasses and sins" and that they "were sometime
alienated, and enemies in your mind by wicked works" (Ephesians
2:1; Colossians 1:21). Concretely this meant for the apostles, and
it means for every missionary today, that those to whom the
Gospel is brought will not want to hear what is preached.
Further, the objects of mission work would not even be able
to receive spiritual things. The natural man does not believe the
Cospel, does not love it, and therefore refuses to conform his life
to it. Spiritual truths are foolishness to him. And the reason these
spiritual truths are foolishness to all men, as they are by nature,
can be found in man's natural condition: natural man is not able to
know them; he cannot know them. The reason for this helplessness
of natural man with regard to spiritual things is that the things of
the Spirit are "spiritually discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14). The
truths of the Cospel require a spiritual faculty to understand them,
which faculty the natural man lacks. This faculty is a gift of God's
regenerating grace. He that "is born of the flesh is flesh," and,
therefore, "he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:6,3).

Total Depravity and the Preacher
In spite of charges to the contrary, the missionary who believes
in the Reformed truth of total depravity is not unable to do the
work of missions. He is not stymied in his work. Nor is he doomed
to failure before he begins.
Much to the contrary, the truths of Calvinism, including that
of total depravity, properly equip one for being a missionary.

a) Perspective in Preaching. The first main area in which the
Reformed missionary is equipped for his labours is the all-
important one of perspective.

~ First, the truth of total depravity prepares the Reformed
missionary for what he will face as he brings the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the unconverted in this "present evil world" (Galatians
1:4). He is not suprised that the truth is not understood and readily
accepted. This truth spares him much personal frustration and
disappointment. As he strives faithfully to obey his Lord's commis-
sion, he does not count success by the number of conversions, or
by the size of his audience and of largeness of the offering. He
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