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by Rev. Malcolm Watts. Minister of
Emmanuel Church, Salisbm, Eng}apd,
and Rev. David Silversides, Mmlster'of
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Church. Northern Ireland.
Marpet Press, Edinburgh. 72pps.
(Available from James A. Dickson Books,

Edinburgh price £3:75).
Reviewed by Dr. Stephen Westcott.

Most readers of BRJ will be sympathetic
to exclusive psalmody in worship, and aware
of the Biblical ‘regulative principle’ that lies
behind the practice, but another new booklet
reminding us of the solid reasons for this
form of worship cannot go amiss, especially
when it is a new production (not a reprint
from earlier phases of the debate) and even
more so when (wonder of wonders) one of
the co-authors ministers, not in Scotland, but
in the south of England!

“The Worship of God” stems from the
1997 ‘Salisbury Conference’ hosted by
Pastor Malcolm Watts at his Church,
Emmanuel Church in the ancient city of
Salisbury and the three major sections of the
book reflect the three papers presented at
that conference; ‘The Importance of Purity
of Worship’ by Malcolm Watts himself, and
‘The Westminster Directory of Public
Worsht,p’, and ‘How should our Churches
Worship  Today?’ by Pastor David
Silversides of Loughbrickland Reformed
Presbyterian Church, Northern Ireland.

It 1s understood that the Salisbury confer-
€nce 1s to be an annual event, and the fact
that. the series ‘kicked off’ directly with the
subject of Psalmody and purity of worship is
a very heartening and encouraging fact

@ndeed. One suspects that the Conference
itself may have done more to publicjse the
issues surrounding the regulative principle
and Psalmody for a south of England ayg.
ence than the published booklet will
(sadly) such productions will always tend to
be purchased by those already ‘converteq’

and by-passed by the evangelical and evep
serni-reformed Christian readership in the
South. Getting a more wide-ranging and
publicised debate on this issue is still a
desideratum, and there is a sense that moves
are afoot (see below) to pre-empt any revival
of Psalmody in English evangelical and
reformed circles. Possibly giving or loaning
copies of this booklet to enquirers or waver-
ers might be of some help, although at £3:75
it might be thought a bit expensive for those
purposes, whilst at 72 pages still a little
‘lightweight’ to put on one’s own shelves as
a reference manual on the subject. This, of
course, is a handicap that all Conference
reports labour under, unless sufficient of
them are built up before publication to make
a heftier tome.

The ‘Introduction’ tells us that the inten-
tion was to provide ‘a concise treatment of
Scriptural and reformed worship’ and pas-
tors Watts and Silversides have succceded
excellently in doing just that, within the time
and space limitations imposed on them by
the Conference format.

In his contribution on “The Importance
of Purity of Worship” Malcolm Watts opens

with a wide-ranging consideration of g:z
term ‘worship’, then homes I On‘The

essence of divine worship, considering
Nature of Pure Worship’ in light of:

a) The Divine glory,

b) Obligations of the moral 1aw,

¢) God’s revelation,

d) Man’s response,

/
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h ¢s on to “The Stundard of
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od’s assertion of right,

) faithful mimstq,

d) spcciﬁc instructions,

ict?
00 strict!
:) }g'mding in both Testaments.

o) A great temptation,

f,) [nevitable judgement,

i) Reformation, leading to

HA summary on the importance of pure
worship.
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This reviewer was particularly impressed
wilh Pastor Watts” high view of divinc wor-
ship as an offering- “the sacrifice of our
lips”- to an Almighty and All-holy God. How
different is this concept to thc current
English evangelical ‘norm’ wherc man is
central (getting the congregation in the right
mood, or putting emotional pressure on the
unconverted) and no real worship (scc
Malcolm Watts’ careful definition) takes
place at all! Again one is reminded how nat-
wrally hymns and choruses fit in with a man-
centred and Arminian theology, and how the
Biblical psalms complement our God-cen-
ed and God-is-sovereign and ail-sufficicnt
Reformation faith. On page 23 we have a
f;)lilmn warning that “it is Satan’s great aim

ibliecna)i GOfl his h’(’)nour by corrupting the
; worShjordman'ces and at once we thmk o’f
see tﬁ practices, z}nd ii) Bible ‘versions’,
ofen of S;‘ the warning cannot be made too

s Conclessed too strongly today. Pastor
Verses fronl: ;s with some very appropriate
Psalter) gng l.salm 102 (Scottish metrical
Study, 1st of 14 references “~r further

The

tionsh eishr‘ft :f Pastor Silversides’ contribu-

ublic vy, f”Westmmster Directory of

e, o rsh’l_’ sub-titled“A Puritan View”
Worship).  After a bricf historical

resume on the Westminster Assembly g
tjon. 1S focused on the Wcst?nin ctn-
D.zrect.ory for the public worship of G Sle”r
whmh 1s taken as g ‘representative ofO(th’
Puritan approach to worship™. Sub headi C
lead us through: =

a) ‘Aﬁn awesome view of God and oyr utter
ependence upon Him,

b) The place of truth-led emotion,

€) a strong vicw of order,

d) Uniformity of worship,

e) The regulative principle is essential,

f) Approved parts of worship, and finally

g) Festival days. ’

Here indced is ‘multum in parvo’, much
rich and helpful material in a small snace, as
cach of these themes within the Westminster
Dircctory is stated, and then commented on
with an cyc to rclevance in our current situa-
tion, lcading up 0 the incscapable conclu-
sion, in light of all this: “Is anything less than
utter submission to God’s Word appropriate?
We must seek the honour of Him of whom it
15 written, “Yct have I set my king upon my
holy hill of Zion” (Psalm 2:6). Everything we
do in our worship should be in the acknowl-
edgement that Christ is king in Zion. Let us
seek to acknowlcdge His kingship in all our
worship, in our hearts and in our outward
forms.” (p.46) Amen to that!

Ten references are supplied for further
study.

The final paper brings all of this home in
the consideration of “How Should our
Churches Worship Today?” “Tt is good.”
savs Pastor Silversides. “to look at the past.
but not as an escape from the present.
Certainly we need to consider what the
Puritans did, but we need also to consider
what we should be do'mg”(p.48).- And whgt
should we be doing today? Making \fvorskﬁx;:
‘relevant’ to modern society? Something t a‘7
will Eold the attention and attract the youn%(; _
The answer is: consider the Sgnptureds,0 10
understand what we should be doing (lelready
micht add, why we arc doing it, if we e

3 iblical worship requires tha
et Dew B'l - (that is, the whole
present join 1n worship ( e hellever
Chusch, or the whole family. or

S
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. hand. and ‘entertainment on the
the one hand, an . 1 On this
other could not be further apart: 20 "
foundation we are led to C()!lsl(lc_‘l'.‘ a)
[nstrumental music in the worship ol"(md,
b) The abrogation of the use of Old
Testament instruments, ¢) Hymns and
Spiritual songs, d) What does ‘spiritual’
mean? (ever considered that songs could
only be called ‘Spiritual’ if they were indit-
ed by the Holy Spirit? That is inspired. Only
the Psalms fit that criterion!), e) Other parts
of Scripture (i.e. may they be sung in wor-
ship?), ) Uninspired hymns, g) The suffi-
ciency of the Psalter, h) The use of spiritual
gifts, and finally, i) Is Psalm singing divi-
sive? Again a helpful list of references, in
this case a ‘select list of recommended
books’, concludes the paper.

It would be unfair to criticise any produc-
tion for what it does not contain, and what
was never part of the authors’ intention, but
one feels that important and practical ques-
tions are still to be considered (and I know of
no current publication that deals with this),
especially the issue of just which are the
metrical Psalms? It is nowhere stated in the
book, but it appears that Malcolm Watts
takes the view that the Scottish Psalter and
traditional Scottish psalm tunes are more or
less mandatory to his position (I have the
?}?Q’asfrlfzgg of a tape of the Psalmody sung at
fer eithesr l:;);tcgnf;:rencg!). Others will pre-
s, Gros salter with more up-to-date

S, of the more modern Psalter
versions such as “The Book of Psalms for
Singing” of the Reformed Presbyteri
Church of North Americ A
danger i a (RPCNA). The

ger 1s that we can have almost as m
Psalm books as we no h s
sions’, and lik o Ao BIRIS e

’ tke them they shade from literal
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and strict, through 1oose (0 dowro.
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phrase imitation™and slang, Apqg h 1 iy
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maintain that vital ground of Ninging do we
inspired and part of the Bible iw ,";,,“-" Wha
' . . y AN ' ”; )
is man-made and imperfee Cwha

| Wll(,‘,n :
Psalmversions are 8o far from (e Origi “‘)lmc
) 1Ny as

o really qualify as “hymns’ after 41 Here
the 'g.rc:ll danger (o our ‘rugllluli\/c l"'illc;;
position, and the counter must be (¢ 11
nothing counts as real ‘Psalmo
as literal and accurate a translation ac
be acceptable in a good p:":::l"ll;i,fl:f e
. : C version.
(Indeed, we might suggest that 4 ‘metrical
version .Wlllllll the Bible, would be nearer ()
the original lhz!n our current prose translation,
and might be simply turned to and sung, with-
out the need for any additional ‘book’ at i) *)
Does ‘strict adherence’ to the Westminster
Standards mandate the use of the Psalter then
in use, and none other (as some would have us
believe)? And the same few sixteenth and sev-
enteenth-century tunes? And what of the
Puritan practice of ‘lining out’ the Psalm (yes,
there are extreme factions who would have us
employ lining-out again, even though it was
intended as a help in days when illiteracy was
still common). May not even the Psalms be
sung carelessly and badly, and should not a
seriously ‘regulative principle’ reformed
Church make efforts to practice and improve
its psalmody (along with other ‘mid-week’
activities)? I would just suggest that issues
such as these need to be faced and discussed,
before the Reformed can offer a united front
to the hymn advocates, and checkmate the
progressive ‘blurring’ between Biblical and
non-Biblical offerings in worship. o
But to return to the subject of this ‘review
The presentation and format of the book(let)

lieg
e’
ISISE tha
Yy’ unless is

* “Josephus asserts, and most of the ancient writ-

ers maintain, that the Psalms wgredf)(/)r:p:;;ﬁi;:
i ndoubte -
various meters. They have u o ed distrib-

conformation of sentences, and a mea f Hebrew
ution of parts. Though the regulations 0 bt, from
Prosody are now lost there can be no douhél g
the harmonious modulation of the Psalms, [d an
were written in some kind of metrical (()iror?rt‘o the
must have been composed in accommoda :
measure in which they were set. Th
writers have marked them in 2
from the other sacred writings.

Key to the Bible’, 1825.
/
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PRAISE!
Preview: “Praise! Psalms, Hymns and

\\\\‘k o L
l jor Chiristian Worship™,

Songs ) N dpae
pistributed by the Evangelical  Press,
Darington. England.

(Words edition £6:99, Music edition £29:99,

publication ‘Autumn 19997)
previewed by: Dr. Stephen Westcott.

In view of the above review and com
ments it may be timely to ‘preview” a forth
coming production that is fairly inevitably
(o sweep the ‘evangelical’ scene in
England later this year, for certainly this
new effort will be bidding to get the widest
possible acceptance across all stripes of the
evangelical spectrum, from semi-reformed
0 charismatic. And you can be sure that it
will receive the widest possible publicity,
and enthusiastic promotion.

Sn_whul IS SO new, or so sinister or so
Uarming about yet another new evangelical
hymnbook™? Well,

) it iy coming from what is generally
thought of as a broadly ‘Reformed’
Source (Evangelical Press) and

)it claims to be a Psalter (Psalm book)
I d\ well as a hymn book.
Ccur".;530(,!"?“,”"‘ we are told, meets A
00k of pv(:ll d‘ new and comprehensive
Mristigg W;:Nlln'.s. hypms and songs for
three, 1, Pl‘ovi‘d].l,p"".'u"s book combines all
Witicieny fo, te §lllgl_e song book which is
) all occasions, reflects the lan-

slage of :
wimd 18 faithful to Scripture.”

4|||(is‘|'|qln||(| I:m';:l::I:; “:||»I’j(!m\:'. l,ﬂm:ri”}" ol “'“.”""':"
wisth tehviing ool . ery sub-title of this

i3 ) salms, and hymns, and
H]‘m'lllll‘ﬂ RONEK™ of Ephesians 5:19 and
C'olossinng '_!:llh) twists Scripture o suggest
the |mnh‘r|u:"uf' view that man-made ‘hymns’
are advocated in the Epistles (where all sound
v?nnnlmmlnrs .un(lcrslund the titles and divi-
stons of the Biblical Psalter). Do we then, at
least, have o book with an inspired first-part,
!.hcln (wo man-made sections? Indeed we are
mformed that “At least one version of every
Old "Testament psalm is provided”, and some
very complementary things are added about
the Psalms. But again let us be careful to note
the ‘code’ language: OLD TESTAMENT
PSALMS. The claim that is as old as the early
Ginostics, that was revived by Benjamin
Keach in the C17 and Isaac Watts in the C18
and echoed by Joseph Irons in the C19, “the
psalms are part of the Old Testament worship,
we need new ‘psalms’ for the New Testament”
(“and, as the Holy Ghost has not seen fit to
inspire any for us, we are at liberty to write our
own!") Such teaching completely fails to
grasp the eternal spiritual nature of the
Psalms, the use of typology and symbolism,
and above all the complete and final all-suffi-
ciency of the Bible.

But allow this production to be your Psalter
and you will do so at the price of being told
that this is the ‘Old Testament’ part of worship
(and we all know that the O.T. is fulfilled in
the New). And as we are Christians and not
Jews (but, pardon me, we are the Spiritual
Israel and we dwell in “the tents of Shem”, the
root bears us and not us the root) so we pass
on to the New Testament praise section of the
Book: ‘updated’ old favourite hymns, and new
hymns and songs. How invidiou§ it all is!

And then why, one wonders, include those
150 Psalms to sing at all? Can it be that the
faithful remnant have been making an |mpac‘:
after all, and the issue just will not g0 away‘.t
et us return to what is claimed to be ,Tt l’e‘:a;f
one version of every Old Testament psalm .

¢ nt were to be made about any
o 'S:;l'lgreBook Old or New Testament, W€
Olhud l ecct a f;:ithful attempt (0 re.produCe
woul | expect Greek in English. That
the original Hebrew or
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poader theme *‘f !}f “l‘ ‘("Iu'i.\‘l ot his church
make cleat l“(“-“\\lt\‘:\ interpreted in the light
hav e l|\~q~m‘llll\|.\\.l1:‘:N" “ How about a ver-
ot lh\‘\lﬁl\l\‘\l\‘:““"k(;‘“i-‘\\ Holy Word, “loose
;\l“‘l\\:ls\‘\l" on what 18 decided to be the
“proader theme” ol (‘:l\‘h‘p:l.\‘.\‘{lg(‘. and then
e whole re-worked in light n'. the transla-
wr's theological view of how it should hu
anderstood “in light of the New Testament™!
I guess that would out-paraphrase even lh'c
sl;\ppicxl and slangiest paraphrase God 1s
insulted with already! And yet this is openly
done, with the largest single block of litera-
ture in God's inspired word!

And note, very carefully indeed, that here
we do not have a song-book in three parts
(Psalms, Hymns, Songs) as all the advance
literature would have us believe. We have
some Psalms (close literal renderings), some
paraphrased psalms, some re-written hymns
based loosely on the psalms, then closely
Bible imutating hymas, looser hymns, shad-
ing out to the imnovative new songs. By this
gradation the vital difference is eroded,
blurred. destroyed!

No-one, in the Psalms section, can be
sure whether he or she is offering inspired or
man-made worship!  And you can rest
assured that our isolated Reformed faithful.
urging Biblical psalms (or begging for at
least an admixture of Psalms so that they
can. i good conscience, vocally worship
God) in their churches and fellowships
o s e prpduclmn. given an occa-
::::i‘:l T“I“::‘:'l‘ ':‘:'.“ Pdl'l I: psalms’ and
Pharisaic indeed itflyu ‘Mll»rlghlcnus and
extreme the paraphy ‘uy’ demur (however
o the paraphrase may be). We

ypha', because what God has

wrtten cannot be confounded w
man-made.

rightly
es with

” ontou ith what is
ere (in this new song-book)

the ‘apocrypha’ far ()W
[« I those who would genuinely Biblicy)
Biblically reformed have Nothing t;cek (o be
this forthcoming production! ) do wigp,

Are (]
. Nere
lessons to be learned from thjg: ¢, then,
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arc. We may claim the rcgul'. -lnde@d there
and make our boast of g
’salms in worship. Fine,

But the Presbxlerian churcheg have
ulln.wcd a pIc(hora of Psalm versiong and rep.
derings to build up, many of which them-
sc.l‘vcs s!wdc {Jway fro'm accuracy for the sake
of “tune and popu!anty. The reformed who
genuinely believe in the regulative principle
in worship can only dpfend that position if
they have a clear antithesis from, ang not
common ground with, evangelical hymn-
singers. Our rock, fortress and citadel is that
what we offer in sung worship is inspired, a
God-provided part of the Bible. If the
Hebrew psalms were indeed metrical, then the
metrical English version (or whatever lan-
guage version you care to name) must be
provably at least as textually and verbally
accurate as our common ‘prose’ version. This
does not necessarily mean exactly the old
Puritan versions. But it does mean that we
must take seriously the task of developing our
Psalmody (and then tunes, and after that
singing abilities) if we are not to be margin-
alised and swamped, and if (far more vitally)
our Sovereign God is to receive worship well-
pleasing to Him.

(And, by the by, if you believe that the reg-
ulative principle excludes ‘instrumgnlayl‘
music’ in worship here is what “‘Pranseg‘
offers; “Guitar chords are given throughout .
Yes, that includes all the Psalms, genuinc.
adulterated or spurious!)

Stephen Westcott. Brjs:tol 1999.
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