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Saul of Tarsus, before his conversion, was by no means ignorant of
the Scriptures, but his pride in what he did know prejudiced him against
that which he had still to learn. Although we may enjoy much of
God’s truth, it is stll necessary to search His word for more. “Then
shall T not be ashamed when I have respect unto all Thy
commandments” (Ps. 119:6). Let us, then, read the Scriptures carefully
to enquire whether our contacts with other Christians fully conform to
the pattern given to us therein. We shall not fail to be impressed by
the dignity and responsibility which God attaches to each company of
saints who, out of a pure heart, call on the Name of the Lord. To the
church the Lord assures His presence and power, He confirms its actions
when taken in Fis Name and in His fear.

The Lord’s presence, vouchsafed to, and recognised by, the
congregation, gives character and value to its work and labour. Indeed,
as Paul points out in I Corinthians 14:25, a congregation or group of
Christians who are propetly functioning causes the unbeliever who sees
them, not to say that they are mad but to acknowledge that “God is
among you of a truth” Yes, that is the strength of testimony God gives
to those who seek to do His will in living in unity and peace.

We need to remember what we are taught in Matthew 18:20 that the
Lord is in the midst of each gathering of His people. He is there viewing
each gathering as representative of the whole church for which He died:
He values each congregation and member. He cherishes them accordingly,
as a company redeemed by His own precious blood. Appreciation of
this truth, as to the dignity and responsibility of the Christians one towards
the other tends to produce rich spiritual growth in each. It encourages
all to “strive together for the faith of the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). Although
only some men are given the special responsibility of preaching the gospel,
all the saints are to contend for the faith of the gospel; that is, for all the
truth of God, which He has revealed for the obedience of faith, and of
which the church is the pillar and bulwark.



