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that in the hundred years prior to
1171 the English had been over-
run by the Normans and their
confiscated lands handed over for
the most part to the Norman
barons; also that Henry (of Norman
French extraction) ruled over
territory in- France considerably
larger than England.

Much more could be said - of
how English christians were per-
secuted and burnt for their faith
after Henry IV passed the Act "De
heretico comburendo” in 1401, but
I would remind Mr McAuley that
for the last 150 years devoted
Protestant missionaries have been
carrying the Gospel to the Roman
Catholics of Southern Ireland and I
have before me the testimony of a
grateful former Roman Catholic
priest to the help he has received.

As you will know - after 1401
the Lollards were virtually wiped
out as had been the Albigenses,
and the Bohemians. William
Sawtre, one time Rector of Lynn,
was the first of many to be burnt
by Royal command. ‘The most
prominent was Lord Cobham, Sir
John Oldcastle, who was hung
alive in chains and roasted, over a
slow fire, to death (1418). By
1450 Lollardism had been almost
completely extinguished.

I do not think any of our Irish
friends were burnt alive for their
faith - except perhaps when
numerous protestants were herded

into churches and burnt by Roman
Catholic fanatics.'

REPLY FROM MR JON. McAULEY:
I apologise if my comments offen-
ded any of my English brethren. I
did not in any way make the
comments with an intention (o
offend English Christians, although
I would be surprised if an Irish
interpretation of history was accep-
ted in England. I appreciate the
fact that many other nations left
their mark on the history of
Ireland. I would suggest however,
that English incursions had more
effect on the Island's history than
any other nation. I agree there may
have been a number of reasons for
the invasion by Henry II but I
would again assert that the real
reason for the Invasion was the
desire of Henry to extend the
authority of Pope Adrian IV and to

bring  Ireland under  English
domination. I have read of and
have great admiration for the

Christians of the land of England
who gave up their lives for the
cause of Christ the King; I hope I
have made no comment that
suggests otherwise. These martyrs
were also, I would suggest, done to
death by the same Roman Catholic
rulers as the martyrs in Ireland.

Finally, in response to the last
few comments, I agree that it is
only the "Preaching of the Gospel”
that brings any real hope to any
nation or people.

REFORMED VIEW OF BAPTISM (Continued from page 17)

interpretation that these Baptisms were carried out by pouring and/or
sprinkling. Evarything cries out that they could not have been carried
out by immersion. God willing we will continue the consideration of
what we can leamn of the mode of Baptism in the rest of the New

Testament in subsequent articles.



